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The solemn presentation of the BeNeLux-Europe Award 2024 recently took place at the Port House of Antwerp, the 
architectural gem and headquarters of the Port of Antwerp-Bruges. As an advisor to the BeNeLux-Europe Circle, I 
was present at this special event, along with numerous dignitaries: H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, H.E. 
Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium Frank Vandenbroucke, diplomatic and political representatives, delegates from social, 
economic, and cultural organizations.

The day began with a warm welcome and registration of the guests by the team of the BeNeLux University Center 
(B.U.C.). B.U.C. Professor-Chairman Prof. Anton van der Geld opened the Academic Session and explicated the theme 
of the meeting: ‘Well-being, Health, and Humanity’.

Subsequently, port ambassador Marc Van Peel gave 
a welcoming speech on behalf of the Board of the 
spectacular Port House, highlighting its history and 
architecture. 

A significant moment was the laudation and the 
presentation of the BeNeLux-Europe Award 2024 by 
chairman Prof. Anton van der Geld and counselor Prince 
Charles-Louis de Merode. The explanation given was: 
“The Award 2024 is granted to the Deputy Prime Minister 

of Belgium and Minister of Public Health Prof. Frank Vandenbroucke and to 
H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, honorary chairwoman of the 
Dutch Red Cross. Both have, in their unique way, significantly contributed to 
the important areas of cooperation between Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
Luxembourg: the Benelux.”

The meeting was enriched with inspiring and fascinating speeches. State 
Minister Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, chief holder and chairman of the BeNeLux 
Laureates Honorary College, spoke inspiringly about recent developments in the vision of health and its significance 
for health promotion and care quality and prevention in a sustainable society. State Minister Prof. Mark Count Eyskens, 
chief holder and chairman of the BeNeLux-Europe Circle, delivered a passionate discourse on artificial intelligence, 
well-being, and a sustainable society. In his talk he pointed amongst others at the danger that human beings will be too 
much instrumentalised. 

The two laureates, Deputy Prime Minister Frank Vandenbroucke and Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, delved 
deeper into their reflections on their vision and efforts in the context of the meeting’s theme and the Award: ‘Well-being, 
Health, and Humanity’. 

State Minister Prof. Herman Count Van Rompuy, patron of the B.U.C., continued with a poignant epilogue on ‘Western 
and Eastern Well-being,’ where he emphasized not only the distinction but also the importance of the similarities 

between Western and Eastern thought and action. The 
essence of his argument: the root of harmony among 
people is respect.

The conclusion and closure were provided by Prof. Guus 
van Heck, chief holder of the B.U.C., who highlighted 
the essential aspects of humanity. True humanity is not 
only supported by sympathy, mercy and empathy, but 
especially by concrete support stemming from compassion. 
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Hare Koninklijke Hoogheid Prinses Margriet der Nederlanden neemt op zaterdag 25 mei de BeNeLux-
Europe-Award 2024 in ontvangst tijdens de Academische Zitting van het BeNeLux-Universitair Centrum 
(B.U.C.) in Het Havenhuis in Antwerpen. Ook vice-premier van België, prof. Frank Vandenbroucke, krijgt 
de award uitgereikt op die dag. Het thema van de uitreiking is dit jaar ‘Welbevinden, gezondheid en 
menselijkheid’. Prinses Margriet krijgt de prijs voor haar vele inspanningen voor het Nederlandse Rode 
Kruis, waar zij nu erevoorzitter van is. 

Tijdens de zitting reiken hoogleraar-voorzitter prof. Anton van der Geld en raadsheer prins Charles-
Louis de Merode de prijzen uit, na het uitspreken van de laudatio. Daarnaast worden er toespraken 
gehouden – in de B.U.C.-context van Nederland en België – door minister van staat prof. Jan Peter 
Balkenende, minister van staat prof. Mark burggraaf Eyskens en minister van staat prof. Herman graaf 
Van Rompuy. Ook houden beide ontvangers van de prijs, de laureaten, een toespraak. 

De BeNeLux-Europe-Award wordt vanaf 1999 (twee)jaarlijks toegekend door de Stichting BeNeLux-
Universitair Centrum en de BeNeLux-Europa-Kring aan personen of instellingen die zich bijzonder 
verdienstelijk hebben gemaakt op het brede terrein van wetenschap, cultuur en humaniteit in de 
context van de Benelux en het Verenigd Europa. In 2005 ontving prof. mr. Pieter van Vollenhoven de 
prijs naast de Belgische minister van staat dr. Herman De Croo. 

De non-profit Stichting BeNeLux-Universitair Centrum (B.U.C.) bevordert de samenwerking tussen 
België, Nederland en Luxemburg, en is actief op het gebied van educatie, wetenschap, cultuur en 
humaniteit. De werkwijze is erop gericht het menselijke aspect als drijvende kracht in te zetten. Zij 
realiseert daartoe opleidingen, studie en onderzoek en praktijkgerichte leerstoelen. 

Rijksvoorlichtingsdienst 
070 – 356 4142 
www.koninklijkhuis.nl 
www.instagram.com/koninklijkhuis 
www.facebook.com/koninklijkhuis 
www.x.com/koninklijkhuis 
www.threads.net/koninklijkhuis 
www.linkedin.com/company/koninklijkhuis 
www.youtube.com/koninklijkhuis 
 

Meer informatie 
Stichting BeNeLux-Universitair Centrum (B.U.C.) 
Liesbeth Groenewoud 
T: 073-5214224 
M: 06-23818154 
E: info@benelux-universitair-centrum.org 

Some digital messages: Rijksvoorlichtingsdienst, Facebook van de minister, X (Twitter) van de minister, Koninklijk Huis

The attendees enjoyed the harmonious harp performance by Emilie Bastens, 
lecturer, who provided musical interludes with works by L. Einaudi, H. Renié, 
G. Fauré, B. Andrès, and A. Hasselmans.

After the event, an animated reception took place in the Atrium of the Port 
House. It became a true meeting point for participants, encouraging mutual 
contacts and connections in the field of Benelux cooperation and friendship. 

The theme ‘Well-being, health, and humanity’ was central and underscored 
the importance of these aspects within the recent B.U.C. practical chair 
‘Sustainable Society’. 

This BeNeLux meeting was an exemple of academic excellence and 
international cooperation, symbolically represented by the historical and 
modern elements of the Port House.
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