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Een inspirerend nieuwjaar
Het BeNeLux-Universitair Centrum (B.U.C.) bevordert de 

samenwerking tussen België, Nederland en Luxemburg, en 
is actief op het gebied van educatie, wetenschap, cultuur 

en humaniteit. Het realiseert daartoe studie en onderzoek, 
seminars, symposia, conferenties, opleidingen en publicaties 

op het gebied van wetenschap, kunst en cultuur.

An inspiring New Year
The BeNeLux-University Centre (B.U.C.) promotes the coope-
ration between Belgium, The Netherlands and Luxembourg, 

and is active in the fields of education, sciences, culture 
and humanity. To that end it realizes studies and research, 

seminars, symposia, conferences, postgraduate education and 
publications in the fields of science, art and culture.

Une Bonne Année
Dans le cadre de la promotion de la collaboration entre la 

Belgique, les Pays-Bas et le Grand-Duché de Luxembourg, la 
Fondation B.U.C. est, depuis 1988, active dans les domaines 

de l’éducation, des sciences, de la culture et de l’humanité.
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BENELUX – UNIVERSITAIR CENTRUM 2024 - 2025
B.U.C.-Praktijkleerstoel 
‘Duurzame Samenleving’
Visies van de leerstoel-hoofdtitularissen
Wie de menselijke problematiek wil oplossen louter door 
technische verbeteringen, moet denken aan een nieuw 
type mens. Artificiële intelligentie kan helpen mits het 
wezenlijke van de homo sapiens niet wordt aangetast.
(minister van Staat prof. Mark Eyskens)

Transitie naar een duurzame samenleving vereist 
nieuwe perspectieven: een nieuw zelfbewustzijn, 
nieuw economisch denken en een heroriëntatie 
op Europese kernwaarden.
(minister van Staat prof. Jan Peter Balkenende)

De overeenkomsten tussen Oosters en Westers denken 
over de transitie naar een duurzame samenleving zijn 
groter dan de verschillen. Het is daarom belangrijk  
om fragmentatie en polarisatie te voorkomen.
(minister van Staat prof. Herman Van Rompuy)

Kunst heeft een eigen verantwoordelijkheid om het  
besef van ecologische achteruitgang aan te wakkeren.
Een diepgaande dialoog over de toekomstige duurzame 
samenleving vraagt om een open geest en een open hart.
(prof. Guus van Heck)

Evenwichtig leven in een duurzame samenleving, zowel 
psychologisch, sociaal als fysiek, vereist een speciale leef-
stijl door meer bewust te leven met ontplooiing van zichzelf, 
verbinding met de ander en respect voor de planeet.
(prof. Anton van der Geld)

Diplomatic World 2024-2025, Editor in chief Barbara Dietrich

Through their special commitment, both, each in their own way, 
have contributed greatly to the important areas of cooperation of 
Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg: the Benelux.”

In their reflections, the two laureates elaborated on their vision 
and efforts in the perspective of the theme of the meeting and 
the Award ‘Well-being, Health and Humanity’.

For Princess Margriet, health care, sports for the disabled and 
culture are her primary areas of interest. In his political activities, 
Deputy Prime Minister Vandenbroucke strives for stability, always 
based on close connection to human needs and invariably in 
combination with well-thought-out rationalization.

After the presentation of the Award, the theme of the Academic
Session was discussed in more detail by various speakers. 

Minister of State Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, chief lecturer and 
chairman of the Honorary College of BeNeLux laureates, spoke 

in an inspiring way about recent developments in the vision on 
health and its significance on health promotion, quality of care 
and prevention in a sustainable society.

Minister of State Prof. Mark Viscount Eyskens, head lecturer and 
chairman of the Honorary College of BeNeLux-Europa-Kring, 
gave an impassioned speech about Artificial Intelligence, 
well-being and a sustainable society. Among other things, he 
pointed out the danger that humans could become too instru-
mentalized.

Minister of State Prof. Herman Count Van Rompuy, patron and 
head lecturer of the BUC, continued with a compelling epilogue 
on ‘Western and Eastern well-being’, in which, in addition to 
clear differences, he emphasized the importance of the great 
similarities between Western and Eastern thought and action. 
The core of his argument: the root of harmony between people
is respect.

During the recent Academic Session of the BeNeLux University 
Centre (BUC) in the Port House in Antwerp, the focus was on 
‘Well-being and Health’, two essential aspects of quality of life. 
Life satisfaction, self autonomy and connectedness were key 
concepts.

This theme, in line with the new BUC Chair ‘Sustainable Society’, 
formed the perspective that was given to the BeNeLux-Europe 
Award 2024. During the Academic Session held in the historic 
Port House of Antwerp, hosted by Port Ambassador Marc Van 
Peel, two socially meritorious people from the Benelux countries 
were honoured with this Award:

• H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, honorary 
chairman of the Netherlands Red Cross; and 

• Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium H.E. Prof. Dr. Frank 
Vandenbroucke, Minister of Social Affairs and Public Health.

The laudation and presentation of the BeNeLux-Europe-Award 
2024 was done by BUC President, Prof. Anton van der Geld 
and Advisory Board Prince Charles-Louis de Merode with the 
following explanation: “The Award 2024 is awarded to H.R.H. 
Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, honorary chairman of the 
Netherlands Red Cross; and Vice Prime Minister of Belgium and 
Minister of Health Prof. Frank Vandenbroucke.

BENELUX-EUROPE AWARD 2024
By Minister of State H.E. Mark Eyskens

and Prof. Dr. Anton van der Geld,
President Foundation BeNeLux-University Centre

The cortège with the two laureats: Vice Prime Minister of Belgium H.E. Prof. Frank Vandenbroucke; H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands; President B.U.C. Prof. Dr. 
Anton van der Geld and in the back H.E. Professor Pieter van Vollenhoven, Patron B.U.C.

After the ceremony of the laudation: Minister of State H.E. Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, chief-lecturer B.U.C. and Chairman of the Honorary College of BeNeLux laureates; 
H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands; President Prof. dr. Anton van der Geld; Prince Charles-Louis de Merode, Advisory Board B.U.C.; Vice Prime Minister of Belgium 
H.E. Prof. Frank Vandenbrouke; Minister of State H.E. Prof. Mark Viscount Eyskens, chief lecturer.
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Conclusion and closure of the session was provided by prof. 
Guus van Heck, chief holder of the BUC, who highlighted the 
essential aspects of humanity by stating that true humanity is not 
only supported by sympathy, mercy and empathy, but especially 
by concrete support from compassion. The numerous attendees 
from the Benelux enjoyed the harmonious harp playing of
Emilie Bastens, who provided musical interludes with works by
L. Einaudi, H. Renié, G. Fauré, B. Andrès and A. Hasselmans.

After the session, an animated reception took place in the Atrium 
of the Antwerp Port House, the architectural gem and headquar-
ters of Port of Antwerp-Bruges. The topic of discussion was:
‘Cooperation and Friendship between the three Benelux countries’.

Since 1999, the BeNeLux-Europe-Award has been presented. 
Laureates, with their positions at the time, were, amongst others:
President of the European Court of Justice prof. mr. Conrad, 
Baron Lenaerts; 
National Ombudsman of the Netherlands mr. Reinier van
Zutphen; 

Prime Minister of Luxembourg Xavier Bettel; 
Ambassador of Belgium (to the Netherlands) Chris Hoornaert; 
Ambassador of the Netherlands (to Belgium) Maryem vanden 
Heuvel; 
Ambassador of Luxembourg (to the Netherlands)
Jean-Marc Hoscheit; 
European Commission Vice-President Frans Timmermans; 
EU Commissioner Marianne Thyssen; 
Vice-President of the Council of State Piet Hein Donner; 
Honorary Consul of Belgium Prince Charles Louis de Merode; 
Minister-President of Flanders Kris Peeters; 
Bernard Wientjes, chairman of VNO NCW Netherlands; 
President of the European Council, Herman Count Van Rompuy; 
Prime Minister of the Netherlands Jan Peter Balkenende; 
Minister of State of Belgium Mark Viscount Eyskens; 
Member of the Royal House prof.mr. Pieter van Vollenhoven; 
Minister of State of Belgium Herman De Croo.

All photos: BeNeLux-University Centre and press photographer 
Jos van Leeuwen.

During the Academic session the speech of Minister of State H.E. Prof. Herman Count Van Rompuy, Patron and chief lecturer of the B.U.C . From left to right: H.E. Professor 
Pieter van Vollenhoven; Minister of State H.E. Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende; H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands; Prof. dr. Anton van der Geld; Vice Minister of Belgium 
H.E. Franck Vandenbroucke; Minister of State H.E. Prof. Mark Viscount Eyskens and in the back Prof. Dr. Guus van Heck, chief lecturer of the B.U.C.

Presidency table: from left to right: Prof. Dr. Guus van Heck, chief lecturer; Minister of State H.E. Prof. Jan Peter Balkenende, chief lecturer; H.E. Professor Pieter van
Vollenhoven, Patron B.U.C.; H.R.H. Princess Margriet of the Netherlands; President Prof. Dr. Anton van der Geld; Vice Minister of Belgium H.E. Franck Vandenbroucke;
Minister of State H.E. Prof. Mark Viscount Eyskens, chief lecturer; Prince Charles-Louis de Merode, Advisory Board B.U.C.; Minister of State H.E. Prof. Herman Count Van 
Rompuy; Ambassador of Port of Antwerp Bruges Marc Van Peel.
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April 2025
BeNeLux-Europe-Award
‘Welbevinden en een  
humane samenleving’,
Port of Antwerp - Bruges.

Oktober 2025
Conferentie ‘Duurzaam 
samenleven binnen  
het Koninkrijk’,
Stadhuis Den Haag.A
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Laureats

H.R.H. Princess Margriet  
of the Netherlands

The two laureats with prof. Anton van der Geld 
and Prof. Pieter van Vollenhoven

Vice-Premier of Belgium 
H.E. Prof. Dr. Frank Vandenbroucke
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Vandenbroucke, Minister of Social Affairs and Public Health.


